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REPORT  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee in  charge  of  Programme. 

PROGRAMME 
for  the  Celebration 
of  the  Tercentenary 
of  the  Founding  qf 
Quebec  by  Samuel 

de  Champlain 

As  adopted  by  the 
Executive  Commit- 
tee  


REPORT 

OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  IN  CHARGE 

OF  PROGRAMME 

Presented  to  Executive  Committee  (') 

Your  Committee  have  the  honor  to  report : 

That  they  have  held  two  meetings,  one  on  Tues- 
day, the  9th  of  October,  and  another  on  the  twelfth 
of  October  1906. 

At  the  first  meeting  were  present :  Mgr  Marois, 
Rev.  F.  G.  Scott,  Han.  T  Chapais,  Mr  Ths.  Mc- 
Dougall,  Aldermen  Bedard  &  Duquet,  Dr  Jobin, 
M.  P.  P.,  J.  E.  Martineau,  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  and 
H.-J.-J.-B.  Chouinard. 

At  the  second  meeting  were  present :  Mgr  Marois, 


(I)  As  everybody  knows,  it  was  at  the  request  of  Sir  Wilfrid 
Lnurier,  that  the  Executive  Committee  consenle.l  at  the  meeting 
of  the  loth  of  April  .907  to  postpone  the  celebration  to  1900 
and  at  the  meeting  hdd  on  the  utb  o' January  19,8  at  the 
ijquest  of  His  E>tcellenc3  Lord  Ore. ,  the  month  of  August 
1908  was  chosen  as  the  date  of  the  festivities.  Further  develop, 
ments  h  we  rendered  necessary  a  complete  change  of  the  above 
programme,  and  as  this  book  is  jeing  printed  the  date  of  the 
festivities  has  been  Haally  decided  to  be  the  week  of  the  Jjnd 
to  29th  of  July  1908. 
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Alderman  Bddard,  Hon.  T.  Chapa-s,  Lieut,  col.  W. 
Wood,  Hon.  P.  A.  Choquette,  M.  W.  Power,  M.  P. 
Dr  Jobin,  M.  P.  P.,  Dr  Lcssard  and  H.-J.-T.-B. 
Chouinard. 

The  special  Coni.iittee  submits  the  following 
report  as  the  result  of  its  deliberations  which  have 
been  unanimous  : 


1° — The  week  commencing  the  aS""  June,  and 
ending  the  s""  of  July  1908,  will  be  given  over  to 
official  festivities  organized  for  the  purpose  of  ceu- 
brating  the  third  centenary  of  the  foundation  of 
Quebec  ;  and  the  E.xecutive  Committee  will  assu- 
me the  entire  managenitut  and  responsibility  of 
the  festivities  du.ing  that  wttk. 

2° — The  selection  of  that  week  (28""  June  5"" 
July)  for  i.he  official  fetes  of  the  Tercentenary  will 
uot  prevent  the  Executive  Commiltee  from  helping 
the  preparation  and  organization  of  different  fe-ti- 
vities  which  may  take  placj  during  the  preceding 
or  following  weeks,  and  the  Committee  will  view 
with  pleasure  and  will  assist  with  all  its  influence 
the  organization  of  such  other  festivities  as  may 
prolong  the  celebration  of  the  Tercentenary. 

3°— All  the  decorations  of  the  streets,  public 
places,  monuments,  public  buildings  and  all  deco- 
rations of  a  private  nature  should  be  termined  at 
the  latest  on  Saturday,  27""  June  igo8. 

4° — Before  giving  the  main  features  of  the  pro- 
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grainine  of  festivities  for  the  week  of  the  Tercente- 
nary,  the  Special  Committee  appointed  to  draft  and 
submit  those  features,  suggests  that  thv  E.\ec-.itive 
take  the  nccess.iry  means  to  secure  the  concctra- 
tion  at  Quebec  by  the  military  authorities  and  the 
Federal  Govi  rnmcnt,  of  rc';iments  of  both  regulars 
and  \oluiiteer.s,  selected  from  the  different  provin- 
ces of  the  Dominion,  as  was  done  upon  the  occa- 
sion of  the  visit  to  Quebec  of  Their  Royal  High- 
nesses the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York. 

S° — The  Special  Committee  also  suggests  to  the 
Executive  that  steps  be  taken  to  secure  the  esta- 
blishmeut,  at  Quebec,  by  the  Government  of  Canada, 
for  several  weeks,  of  a  camp  containing  groups  of 
tne  different  luliau  tribi  still  inhabiting  the 
Dominion.  This  camp  shoiud  consist  of  about  one 
hundred  families,  each  containing  adults  a.id  war- 
rior>,  living  in  their  wigwams  or  primitive  huts, 
such  as  still  e.xist  on  the  western  reserves.  This 
camp  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  immediate  care  of  the  Indian  Agents 
and  their  respective  missionaries.  In  th*-  centre  of 
this  camp,  a  building  worthy  of  preservation,  might 
be  erected,  which  should  be  an  e.xact  reproducti'^.  i 
of  the  «abitation  de  Quebeck  »,  built  and  occupied 
by  Champlain  in  1608.  This  building  could  be 
used  as  a  residence  by  the  Indian  a^  5nts  and  mis- 
sionnari^s. 

The  importance  of  such  a  reunion  of  the  repre- 
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s«ntatives  of  the  various  Indian  tribes  can  be  ap- 
preciated when  it  is  considered  what  an  important 
conlinffent  they  will  furnish  for  the  allegorical 
cars  and  historic  processions. 

6.  SATURDAY  nicht.  27  June. 

A  body  of  watchmen,  commanded  by  an  officer 
and  a  se-(;eant,  as  well  as  mounted  heralds,  will 
make  thei.  appearence  in  the  streets  of  Quebec  at 
eiyht  o'c'ock  at  night,  all  wearing  the  costumes  of 
Champhiin's  time. 

The  watch  will  act  a.sa  night  patrol,  announcing 
the  hours  and  fiiving  all  necessary  information  to 
enquirers  or  passers-bv. 

The  heralds,  preceded  by  the  watchmen,  will  be 
on  .stieet  duty  from  eight  o'clock  till  midnight. 
They  will  stop  at  all  the  squares  and  other  public 
places  and  wherever  there  is  a  concourse  of  people, 
and  between  two  series  of  blasts  from  their  trumpets, 
they  will  announce  the  news  of  the  day,  the  arrival 
of  official  personages  and  the  programme  of  the 
following  day,  and  will  furnish  all  opportune  infor- 
mation. 

Both  these  groups  will  be  on  duty  during  the 
official  festivities,  and,  under  the  orders  of  the 
Executive,  will  act  as  an  escort  to  official  person- 
ages upon  their  arrival,  will  take  part  in  all  proces- 
sions, parades,  etc. ;  and  will  be  in  the  front  rank 
in  all  the  demonstrations  of  the  week. 


I 
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SUNDAY.  28th  June. 

7°— There  will  be  a  ^raad  church  parade  of  all 
the  military  corps. 

SUNDAY  nlKht,  28th  June. 

8°— Open  air  concerts  will  be  given  by  the 
different  bands  of  music,  in  the  various  public 
places  in  town. 

MONDAY,  20th  June. 

9°— At  3  o'clock  in  the  after  .>,on,  then'  will  be  a 
general  a^^sembly  of  all  the  people,  visitors  and 
citizens,  on  the  squ.iri-  between  the  City  Hal 
and  the  Basillc.i,  or  on  the  Duffcriu  Tcrr-icc,  or  on 
the  Esplanade,  or  on  any  other  .suit  ililc  site. 

The  booming  of  cannon  froii.  the  Cit.idi.-l  nnl  the 
ringing  of  the  bells  of  all  the  churclies  will  an- 
nounce  the  opening  of  the  Tcrccnten.iry  fcnivities. 

io°— When  the  bells  stop  ringing  and  the 
cannons  have  ce.nsed  firing,  all  thu  bands,  at  a  given 
signal  will  strike  up  together  « God  i.ive  the  K.ing». 

A  powerful  choir  singing  the  nation.nl  anthem 
would  add  to  the  effect  of  this  article  of  the  pro- 
gramme. 

11°— Immediately  afterward>.  His  Hxcellencv 
the  Governor-General  will  send  to  His  Majesty  the 
King,  in  the  ,name  of  the  Canadian  people,  and 
especially  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor  and  citizens 
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of  Quebec,  a  message  of  respectful  homage  and  of 
declaration  of  loyalty. 

12° — His  Woiship  the  Mayor  will  forward  a 
cablegram  to  the  Mayor  of  the  town  of  Brouage, 
in  Saintonge,  Frence,  saluting  the  cradle  of  Cham- 
plain,  and  expressing  the  gratitude  of  the  citizens 
of  Quebec  and  of  the  entire  Canadian  nation  to 
Brouage  and  to  France,  which  have  given  them 
their  founder,  in  whom  they  all  salute  the  father 
of  the  Canadien  nation. 

13° — When  these  duties  to  t':e  King  and  to  the 
native  town  and  country  of  Champlain  —  Brouage 
and  Mance,  respectively, —  have  been  performed, 
honiaje  will  be  paid  to  the  Governor  General  of 
Canada,  Champlain's  successor  as  Viceroy  of  what 
was  fornierly  New-Franco,  and  to  the  Mayor  of 
Quebec,  chif''  magistrate  of  the  City  whose  found- 
ing was  the  principal  achievement  of  Champlain, 
and  which  he  himself  governed  for  twenty-five 
years. 

This  homage  will  consist  in  the  presentation  to 
each  of  an  address  in  both  languages. 

14° — Next  will  come  the  homage  of  representa- 
tives of  Indian  tribes,  who  will  present  an  address 
couched  in  the  picturesque  and  imaginative  style 
peculiar  to  them  ;  while  following  the  antique  usage 
of  these  people,  they  will  offer  prei>ents,  just  as 
they  did  in  former  times  to  Jacques  Cartier,  to 
Champlain  and  to  their  successors. 
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These  representatives  of  the  Indian  tribes  will 
be  furnished  by  the  aboriginal  camp  already  sug- 
gested by  the  Committee. 

After  the  address  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
General,  the  bands  will  play  « God  save  the  King  », 
and  His  Excellency  will  respond. 

After  the  address  to  his  worship  the  Mayor,  the 
bands  will  play  Lavallee's  national  hymn  « O 
Canada »,  and  His  Worship  will  make  reply. 

15° — During  these  ceremonies,  the  maintenance 
of  order  will  be  confided  to  detachments  of  the  dif- 
ferent military  corps  stationed  here  for  the  festi- 
vities. 

MONDAY  night.  29th  June. 

16° — There  will  be  a  grand  reception  by  the 
Mayor  and  members  of  the  City  Council. 


TUESDAY,  30th  June. 

17° — Grand  official  opening  of  the  historical,  ar- 
cliEEological  and  fine  arts  exhibition,  and  of  other 
partial  exhibitions : 

In  the  afternoon,  the  inauguration  of  the  monu- 
ment to  Mgr  de  Laval  will  take  place,  the  arran- 
gements being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
having  charge  of  its  coiistruction.  For  this  cere- 
mony, all  dignitaries  and  official  guests  coming  to 
Quebec  for  the  fetes,  and  all  public  bodies,  as  well 
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as  national  and  literary  societies,  will  be  invited  to 
take  part. 

At  nine  o'clock  at  night,  there  will  be  displays  of 
fireworks  from  various  localities  in  town,  as  well  as 
from  Levis. 

A  grand  concert  in  the  Auditorium,  or  some 
larger  building,  is  also  proposed  for  this  evening. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  1st. 

i8° — Military  festival,  including  the  landing  of 
marines  and  sailors  from  the  men  of  war,  —  strt'et 
parades  and  a  review  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham. 

In  the  afternoon  athletic  sports. 

At  two  o'clock  there  will  be  an  official  banquet 
to  leading  militaries  and  invited  guests. 

In  the  evening,  there  is  to  be  a  general  illumina- 
tion and  fireworks  on  the  Citadel,  Esplanade,  Levis, 
Charlesbourg  and  the  Isle  of  Orleans,  and  a  sham 
fight  in  which  both  the  fleets  and  the  land  forces 
will  participate.  This  will  consist  of  an  attack  upon 
the  city  and  citadel  by  the  ships,  and  a  defence  by 
the  land  forces,  and  will  conclude  with  a  simul- 
taneous illumination  of  all  the  frigates,  as  well  as 
of  the  citadel  and  Dufferin  terrace. 

THURSDAY,  2nd  July. 

19° — This  will  be  observed  as  a  day  of  general 
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thanksgiving,  with  religious  services  in  the  chur- 
ches. For  Roman  Catholics,  there  will  be  a  mass  in 
the  morning  at  the  Laval  Monument,  if  the  weather 
is  fine,  and  if  not,  in  the  Basilica,  with  a  sermon 
befitting  the  occasion.  Addresses  will  subsequently 
be  presented  to  the  authorities. 

In  the  evening,  there  will  be  a  public  ball,  in 
which  historical  costumes  of  the  period  from  1534 
to  1800  will  figure.  There  will  also  be  band  con- 
certs and  illumination  of  public  edifices  and  of  the 
port. 

FRIDAY.  July  3rd. 

20° — Anniversary  of  the  landing  of  Chaniplain 
at  Quebec,  in  1608. 

There  will  be  an  immense  procession,  in  which 
all  the  national  societies  will  take  part,  with  groups 
and  allegorical  cars,  representing  the  principal 
scenes  of  Canadian  history. 

The  organization  of  this  procession  will  be 
effected  under  the  supervision  and  the  control  of 
the  Executive  Committee. 

The  procession  will  pass  before  the  monument  of 
Champlain,  the  founder  of  Quebec,  and  come  to  a. 
halt. 

There  will  be  speeches  in  French  and  English, 
salves  of  musketry  and  artillery,  the  whole  being 
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crowned  by  a  hymn  to  France  and  by  .God  save 
the  King  ". 

The  afternoon  will  be  devoted  to  visits  to  the 
environs  of  the  city  and  to  the  outlying  parishes 
where  ffites  of  various  kinds  will  be  provided. 

At  nigrht,  there  will  be  a  general  illumination  of 
the  port  and  city,  of  Levis  and  the  surrounding 
country,  the  whole  to  be  crowned  by  the  Fires  of 
St.  John,  lighted  on  the  various  heights  surround- 
ing the  city. 


